ANTIDEMOCRATIC POPULAR MOVEMENTS

tween Communist and rightist conservative and militaristic
forces. This problem has already been indicated, and all I have
to do is try to focus it on the main issues, namely, the reunifica-
tion of Germany and the alliance with the ILS.S.R. in order to
obtain this reunification.

This famous alliance between right and left, between Com-
munists and conservative militaristic forces, exists in German
history in two different forms. First, there was the so-called
"National Bolshevist" alliance of the middle and late twenties.
This movement has been largely overadvertised, since actually
it has never been more than a more or less vain attempt on the
part of the Communists to win support from among rightist
circles. The alliance was based on a compromise according to
which the rightists were supposed to accept social revolution in
exchange for Communist and Soviet help in the so-called
"struggle for national liberation," that is to say, the complete
abrogation of the results of the Treaty of Versailles and the
restoration of Germany to a world power. Nothing came of
National Bolshevism in the twenties, and today it has even less
appeal, for the simple reason that there is no Bolshevist party in
Germany and that the Communists in Germany have already
completely subordinated the social revolution theme to the
national liberation theme.

However, whereas there is little prospect for a revival of
National Bolshevism, at least the possibility must be considered
that certain elements on the right may conclude what we may
call a diplomatic or economic or, at a future date, even military
alliance with the U.S.S.R., in order to achieve the reunification
of Germany and to restore Germany as a Central European and
perhaps even western European Continental power. No matter
how we imagine this unification to be, it is quite dear that it is
no longer a German problem, or even not at all a German prob-
lem; that it depends in its entirety on an agreement between the
West and the East, an agreement on an international scale.

This being the case, it is not surprising that German forces
should try to seek an international alliance in order to solve the
problem or at least bring it closer to its solution. Again, the
prospects for such an alliance right now are negative. The vari-